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Or - 
+ A horrible Earthquake, which hap- | } 
*pencd in the Province of Calabria(in | Y 
the Kindgome of Naples, underthe | 
\dominion of the King of Spaize)in 7taly,upon | | 
the 27 of Marchlaſt paſt according to For | Þ 
raigne account, and by our Engh/þ computstion, | Þ 
the 17. and the Feſtivity of S. Patrick: to the de- | 
vaſtation and depopulation (ſome totally, ſome in 
part)of 8, great Cities,and 24.Townes nd 
iſh, 


(in the compaſſe of ſome 61 2. miles Eng 
and the death of ſome 5 0000.perſans, of all 


degrees,ſexe,and age. I he like neyer heard 
of inrprecedent times. 


_ 


From pregnant ateſtation, written in Engliſh verſe; 
| By Martin Parker, 


| With a memorable Liſt of ſome other | 
 Earthquaks and horrible accidents,which . | 
haye heretofore happened in England, 


——_— 


——— 


4 printed at London by Tho, Cotes for R { 
and Fr. Grove, and are tobe ſold at his Shop wpon; 
£10W hill,neere the Sarazins-heag, 1638, __ 
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GREAT EARTH- 
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LABRIA, | 

I © : | 

ZIFF Sable quill puld from a Ravens wing, | 
LN Y | My muſe would bee accomodated with | 


Q &! An inſtrument fit for thismournful _—_ 

7 (] Of which I purpo!e to ſer down the pit 
L=3 Itisa fabjct which may teares extra! 

From him who all his life compunRton lackr, | 
it P2. 4ts 
' Alﬀtory*tis, which to the world unfolds 

Such horror and amazement,and withall 
| Such motives unto feare, that who'beholds 
(With inward eycs) the ſame,it may appall, | 
His heart,alrhough of flint or marble made, 
Topowder, what is here in bricfe diſplay d, 
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2. 
Man that's compoſd of che foure Elements, 
Oftending his Creator,by the ſame 
| Hath puniſh'd beene.as diverſe preſedents 
' | Divine and humane, to the world proclaime. 
Water did all the world ovewhelmc; with fire 
" Lew1e Sodome and Gomorrah did expire, 
A 3 
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4. 
he ayre infeted with many ſtinking (ins, 
«ſtiferous diſeaſes hath, and dorh, 

'roduce,our owne experience credit wins 

nd ratifies all that Tay for troth. 
The earth hath often quak*d as't were with dread, 
That finfull man, upon the ſame ſhould tread, 


TRE + 
nis1s the theame on which my mourning mule, 
A1athundertane (at this time )to infilt, 
rom taly this ſtrange and dreadfull reyes, 


- 3y roo trye notion 15 made manihit, 


W here ſuch an earthquake happened of [ate, 
Thelikeztime nere to man did promulgate, 
6, 

Che twenty ſeventh ot Afarch byth' Roman count; 
>eventeenth by ours, within this preſent yeare, 
This horid earthquake chanc d, which doth fucmount, 
Al! of which I did ever reade or hearc, 

Cmpaſſion mooves me when I hererecirte, 

\V hat witha quiking heart and hand 1 write. 


Itn' Province of Calebile firuare 

Ith' Heopoloniay Kingdome faire, 

Wh-re Sparnes Dominion doth it (elfe dilate, 
Famous tor building, fertile foyle,fweete ayre, 
This wondcrous pulprtation of earths fi ate 
Hathmaryels wrought Hyperbolous to name 


T iyixt 
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8. 
Twixt three and fence oth clocke ith' afternoone, 
Oth' day afarefaide,this miſchance did fall, 
By which milion of anilions are undone, | 
Nay militons have loſt lives and goods withall, 


| Many faire t11:1ding82rc laid on the ground, | | 
we” W hich but one huure be fore ſtocd firme and found, A 
9. F| 
Eight Cities great, (28 truc report unfolds, | 
Of large Expair{iun, popu'ous and {trung, 1 a] 
With fomre and twenty Townes, Caltles,and Holds, ', Y 
In this deſt1 ation meae laid Har along, | © 
That honour wherein ſome too much doe truſt, =_ 
Was ona ſudden (here) latd in the duſt, þ 
| I 0« =.) 
" Some of theic Citizs, Townes,and Caſtles were; '8 
; | Allquitedeſtroyd iome halfe,ſome mare,ſome lefle , | ) 


A miſerable thing 1t 1s tor heare, 

2untz | Our Lord defend us from the like diſtr: le. 
In this (and other accidents) we may, | 
Bchold the Power Divine, and our traile ſtay, d 
tl. ) 
It isconjeRur d,that of all eſtates, 'Þ 
Men, W omen, Children,yong, old,rich, and poote, | 
Full tifry thouſand finiſhed their dares, - 

4 Not onely (as'tve ſay )brought to deaths doare, 
But 2!]Jinto his honte, within one houre. 
Were brought (35 captives, )to's imperiall power? pf 
Twin E bis, | 
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- 2 | 12. | 
le thinkes I ſee witthmy intcrjour eyes 'S 
\ndthrough the Organs of my loule [ heare T 
he dolefull ſhreekes,and lacrimable crycs, AN 
V hich tender Parcnts made for children deare, D 
Husbands for W ives,wives for their hasbands cry, 
That ſufer'd in this (ad calamity, 


| | I 2. 
.-hildren for Parexts ſceke,alas In vaine, y 
Trothers for Siſters,(ilters brothers call, T 
'riends for the loſle of friends,with woe complaine, T; 
at conquering death hath made a pray of all, | 


. Inſatiace tyrant, could thy jawes Jevoure, 
Nolefle then fifty thouſand in one houre, 


! = BS 
Got onely people of the meaner ſort, T 
1 this difalterous tragedy fid ſhare, Le 
ut alſo Nobles had'their dayes cut (hore, 1 
,rand Signcours with their Ladies young and faire, a; 
In that ſame ſpace of time, were living, and 
D-ad (as we tay) at th' turning of a hand. 
My. | 
mong the relt, one thing is worthy note, Y, 
City nam'd Caſtatione there, . Ir 
he Prince,(or governour) about was fought, In 
nd live nor dead was not found any where, T] 
Some parts of his deare Lady were diſcry'd, FI 


| And knowne from other Ladyes who then dy'd. | 
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16, 
O Chriſtians in your hearrs imprint this thing, 
Tis tic you ſhould remember't every day, 
Nay cvery houre,or minut?; you whoting, E 
Drinke,{weare,and drab to paſle your times aAWAy, 
TY, Can you claiime any priviledge or power, 
W hen fifty thou(and periſh*d in one houre, 
& | 
You may perceive by this what fickletruſt, .- 
: Ought to be given to this worldly ſtate, 
INT, Tistrue we all muſt dye, the caſe 1s juſt, ; 
But who is he that's certaine of his date, 
Now 'live and merry, in a momentsſpace, 
« Dead and perhaps broughtin a farre worſe caſe] 
| 18, 
This fearefull accident thongh farre remote 
ler Fnolif> menjay,neare unto their hearts, _—_ 
We who upon fecurity ſo dote, 7 
©  AsSthoughue were alone from other parts 
Sequeſterd,thar no miſery may us touchy 
Heaven grant, we don't preſume of this tao much. 


19. 
You who on worldly dr.fſe ſuch confidence 
Irnpole, as if it would for ever bide, 
In this fad glaſſe behold what weake defence; 
The world afftordsto theay who doe confide 
V pou. her truſt ; here Citic>, 1 ownes, and call + 
[. Caſtles, within one houre both tand and fall, 
O ; A 4 : For If 


The great Earthquake 
20. 
'For buildings Chriſtendome could not compare, 
'Vato that Country where this chance b:tel!, 
Calabria what climate was more rare, 
What People more in b: avery did excel, 
Naples, the world admires tor every thing, 
- Thar to humanity may plea(ure bring, 
21. 
-And this Calabria now the: Sable ſtage, 
'W hereon this drexdfu'l :rigcdy was playd, 
Belongs to Naples and might equipage, | 
'Holdwtth the beſt oth' Land, tor (as | ſaid) 
All requife tor protic or delight, 
May there be found, or {at the icalt ) it might, 
| 22. | 
Bur this notorious Earthquake which did ſpread, 
_ %ix hundred twelve miles 1n circuice thereabout, 
Beſides thoſe tif:yrhonſand that are dead, 
'They who are ſadly left alone (I doubt) 
Are in ſuch miſery through this miichance, 
That dca:h to tRem would be a furtherance, 


22. 
'Letus(1t vecll be Chriſtians as we ought, _ 
Or as w'are nam'd ) compaſſionatethis caſe, \ 
The foules of thoſe who dy'd, our Saviour bought 
'With ſtripes, with Ignominy and diſgrace, 

And dy dthatthey might live; O let us then, 
Leave judging the m,lealt we be Iudg'd agen» 
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24- | 
Yet it is lamentablc to conceive, 
A Coraſlive tis to a tender heart, 
Tothinke that death in one houre ſhould bereave 
The bieaths of fifty thouſand with one dait« 
For oft reiteration blame me not, | 
Such fearcfull judgements ſhould be ne*re forgote 


25, 
Toſhew the natural! cauſes why the carth, 
(Fixed by Heavennever torcmoove, ) 
oth quake in judgement,I confefle a dearth, 
For I reſolve never to fore above, | 

The pitch of my owne knowledge; but refer, 

The cur1ous to the Learn'd Aſtrologer. 

| 26, 

Nor were it (altogether) requiſtte, 
To ſhew yon (if I could) ſuch cauſes heere, 
For be they what they may (or can) be, yer 
The God of Nature's Power therein ſhines cleere; 

W ho can be ignoranc that he doth ſtill, 

By ſecondary cauſes worke his will, 

- > & 


"rhe moſt abje of Creatures,frogg and mile, 
; He can ſuborne proud Pharoahs heart to quell, 
| Thrafonicke Herod, may be eate with lice, 
| And many proofes (too tedious here to tell ) 


Arc inſtances to ſhew that tis our God, 
Thar ſtcikesthe ftroke, whatever be the rod, | 
wall 
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28, 


Will Hezekia of his plague be quit, In 
[hen let him figge leaves to the fore apply, Tt 
A heavenly DoRor doth adminiſter it, T1 
Jr elſe for all the fizge leaves he may dyc, TI! 
6 B; ſuch things whichto bumane ſence appeares, ( 
Prepoltcrous, he «xi&ts our love,and fare. 
29. | 
Now to returne from whence I have degreſt, Et 
> £ctevery Chriſtian (as before I faid) 4 BY 
-mprint this {ad difaiter in his breſt, 0! 
And thinke that th 2ugh our Lord his hand hath ſtayd Y! 
From ({courging him ; yetlet him well forccaſt, 
For all old reckonings miſt be paid atlaft, | | 
{he ſtrcke that's long ciriking when it comes Ar 
*t faleth teav pati:nce too much urgd I \ 
zr eakes into 3 ; ſelfe conceite benummes In 
'rs Enpliſh men, cauſe other 1 aids arc ſcorg'd Te 
And ours is not : inſtead of thankefulneſie, | 
We all aſcribe to our owne worthineſle, ] 
27, 
*he Spaniard is by nature very proud, Ca 
hc Durchman hes inclin'd to drunkeneſſe, Vy 
"he French with flattery doth his falſhood ſhroud; < 
"he 1:atians bent to luſt,this all confefle, Fe 


But £»g/and with all natures ſo agrees, 
Shec is a bricfe compendium of all theſe. , 


Tn 
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32. 
In pride,cbricty;fraud,lcchery, 
Theſe leverail nations mult of us come ſhorty 
T.1 faſhions we have (ach varicty, 
'The Readers knowledge paſles my report. 
S, Ot either Sex it cannot ..e deny d, ; 
No nationthe £29/:/ ſhall exccll in pride, 


33: 
Ebriety (or ſwintſh dunkenneſle) 
Is ſon uſe among both high and low, 
Our loves we cannot to our friends expreſle, | 
ayd Vnlefle with drinke we make their braines rocroWw, j 
No Almaine, Belgian, Dane,nor Switzer, can” 
For drinking be compar'd to th' Engli/oman. 


34- . o 
And are we not bent to diflembling, 
| would we were not; but thecaſc 1s plaine, 
In converſation'tis a common thing, 
To ſpeake,fincere-ly,very+ly tor gaine, 
I wiſh with all my heart that wricing this 
Ide wrotz a very lyc,and thought amiſle. 


Can we 2cquit our 2" . "ITY | 
V hile knowne examples every day are ſcene, 
'£ You who thro: gh age experience verity, 
« Fe l whether he: c'ofore the like hath beene, 
O E£»21and thou art grown: unto that paſle, 
W hat now is done before time wondrous was, 


W415 = Now! 
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36. 

Nay have we not certaine peculicr crimes, 
(2t wich ſome other Lands arc ignorant, 
Brought in by the gradation of our times, Y 
{ with no Chriſtian might decay through want 

You whom't concernes take notice what I fay, - 

Such (ins as cheſe bring Countries to decay. 


: 37 VI 
Allthis, and more then may this time be ſpoke, 
Is found coo true in this our untrue age, 
Then ith we doe our Lord to wrath provoke, 
May we not wonder why his jealous rage 
Hath not conſum'd us all before thisrime, 
Sure tome good prayers for as to heaven clime. 


"Were we not drownd in pride and (elfe conceite; 

'Wrh humble eyes we eafly might diſcerne, 

That certainely 1t 1s Gods mercy great, - 

To ſpar's ; for had we what ovr fins doe erne 

 W had beene cre this as Sodome and Gomorrah, 
But eAbrabams number doth ſome reſpite borrah; 

39. | 

Me thinkes 1 cant too otr reiterate, 

"This caunſcll which I heretofore have given, 

'O England would(t thou ſtill retaine thy tate, 

'I hen ſhew thy gratitude , give thankes to Heaven, 
Defire this benefaFor that thou maitt 
Injoy tug Love as hitherto thou haſt, 
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i CALABRIA; 
pt | 
Behold his judgement, in his preſent theame, 


\, Confefſe thy (elfe that thou deſery'lt as much, 


Neither let any take this as a dreame, 
Who ſo conceivesif there be any ſuch, : 
Heſeekes to tye Gods power within the chaines 
W hich he hath fo:g'd 12s owne 1nſtable braines, 
41. | 
Not that I would binde any mans beleefe, 


, Vnto Fox Popali (or to they lay) 


For then I doe confcſle (and ſpeake with griete ) | 
More tales then true he might hearc every day. 
Bur this ſad ſtory of Calabria's woe, 
Hath all that truth can have, its truth to ſhoe. 


a | 
| Ttisnonewes brought from Duke Humphryyes tombe, - 
| Nor Graveſ-end Barge : nor any thing invented, 
| But what from Venice did (to England) come. 


Where in 7talian twas (with Licence) Printed. 
Ifany to gainefay it goes about, 
He may as well of any writings doubr, 


3. 
| Gods Power cannot be Fcumſcrib'd in bounds, 
Thars a meete Atheliſticall opinion, ; 
For he who with a blaſt his foes confounds, 
' Can'we ſer limits unto his Dominion. | 
, And that none may plead ignorance,every age 
_ Hath yiew'd his wonders, :Qcd oth' worlds ſtage. | 
| | 1A EWil 
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- Twill not intermeddle Sacred writ, 
{ With my prophane diſcourſe, nor need I do't, WW. 
# The Power Divine appeares fo plaine in it, | 
The meaneſt capacity doubts nat to knot, 4 
But touching Earthquakes, and ſuch horrid things, , 
What Hiſtory affords, my indultry brings, P 


45+ 
; Aynd'canſe tis to my Countrymen I write, 


& 

- > I fromotr E»92// Chronicles will gather, - 

: ALiſtof what did former times affrire, E 

AndI conceite 'twill gaine beleefe the rather ; 7 
Becauſe 'tts out of our owne ſtories drawne, 

For proofe of which my credit is in pawne, 6 

Yo _—_— mmm |: 
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" A memoziall orLiſt of ſome Earthquakes and ” 
other horrible accidents which herccofo.c have haps }, 


ned in Englard,&c, 0 


TI» Anno Mund! 2907.2 the Raigze of Rinalo thet2, 
King of Britaime from Brute, before onr bleſſed Redemers 
] birth766.it rained blord , dayes, after which come veno- Þ 
' mon Flies which fler» many people, and there in/ned ſuch a 1 
| mortality,that the Land was almeſt quite depopulared, 
' In Anno Dom. 778, inthe r4ipne of Brithrius King of 1 
| phe weſf Saxions it rained blood from heaven, which falling 
on mens cloaths appearedlike croſſes, 


| 


m CALABRIA. 

Is Anno Dom-.1088.in the ſecond yeare of King Wil 
Rufus, onthe 11, day of Anguſt was a marvelow gre 
Earthquake in England, which overturned many houſe 

WV and Churches,and killed mayy people, | 
 1n Anno Dom.1098.in the 12,yeare of the ſame King 
. _. raignegat Fincheſter i» Barkeſheire, 4 well caſt ont þloo. 
things, .,, efore it had done water, and afterward for the ſpace of 15 
dajes,great flames of fire were ſeene in the ayre, 

In Anno. Dom.1s $0. the 4.yeare of Edward the fgxt 
pon the the 25 .0f May, being Munday, abont noone ther, 
w44 an Earthquake for the ſpace of a quarter of an houre al 
Blenchingly, Godſted,Croyden, Albery, 4nd diverſe 6+ 
tber places in Surry avd Middleſex. 

In Anno Dom1579.the19.of Queene Elizabeth,on the 
6.of Aprill was « general Eartbquake over all England, 

——— eſpecially the South part, which ſhooks and overturned ma- 
ee and Y beuſes,Churches,and C aftler,and ſlew a great number of 

h people,which wrought ſuch a ſudden diſtration and amaze. 
VE 13P" ment among the ſurvivers, that many thought doomes day 
WAS C0900, 
the l 2, 
edemers | 46, 
ze veno- And what of all this may the Reader ſay, 
-dſuch a To Whom I anſwer theres a reaſon juſt, 
red, For many hearts are hardned at this day, 
King of They'll beleeve nothing but whar needs they mult. 
+ falling Wi tat their owne cycs behold*nay hardly that, 

This is athing much to be wondered at, 
ak Theſe 


{| 
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47 

Theſe ſeverall examples a produc'd 

From onr owne records, ſeene in our owne Land, 

Ithinke by no juſt man will be refud, 

This being preſum'd,then Reader underſtand, | 
Earthquakes have beene in Z»zland as is ſhawnt, | 
Why not in /t4/y, though to us unknowne, | 

8, 
Now being informed by intelicence 
Which cannot be ſafpected; lec us then 


 Conftrue all to a charicable ſence, 


And feare our Lord,expeRing daily when, 
We ſhall by death be refted for our breath, 
And pray 'gainſt ſuddenunprovided death, 


Let the remembrance of thoſe Chriſtians which, 

Have ſuffered ſudden death in this ſad chance, 

Be an 2dmoniſhment to poore and rich, | 1 

Toarme themſelves for death's (none ſparing) lance, 
The want of preparztion is the worſt, 

For death is ſudden, come it laſt or firſts . 


| hg _ 
Laſtly, lets all invoke the Power Divine, 
To keepe 1) from deſtruAaion and miſhaps, 
And that his favours on us ſtill may ſhine, 


| Defending 1s from all the {naresand waps, 


Which enemies may lay to this effeR. 
Our Kine, Queene,and bleſt ;fuc, Lord proteR, 
TOP Ames, 


— 


— 


) lance, 


